G TGXYYGF PAPER 1225

G A :
8Mn9RGCEBIRBHSCB2: BIRTH AND INFANCY OF

JESUSG

XYY a\Efnaac of 8” Give. 8E G:NB$416:0)G IT WILL hardly be possible fully to
2TB %R58 8T78G05279 2P80G explain the many reasons which led to

ceseBES 8E G5 59568>DG88X the selection of Palestine as the land
oGt amopparcre . Morags e, ind ool
Ci-gHY3v0 G, 75 8E G 49185 J y y

R I and Mary should have been chosen as
2TB %L:0G6~8%3L G6U6U#E:BB4FGhe immediate setting for the

+8t G8'8T& 8G7X-IFEG ‘ appearance of this Son of God on
2X+1F$ #EG -8t G v8@E.Y4 4#URs  Urantia.G
8°8% UG

XY Yavs. 8t G Y*a%B2l & 8(5:6887G  After a study of the special report on
$4FETG37%®’ 8 G8A2elsCi-g5  the status of segregated worlds
(2P G 'BOFEGa&B. 08EG prepared by the Melchizedeks, in

168E*GBEFET GBA4 8919586 Cﬂunse' with Gab”ﬁ" 'Vl"Chae' ;‘:na”y
.17 %o B8 ). 6105278° G chose Ura.ntl.a as the P anet whereon
N7 G3LF%E"8p)- &) to enact his final bestowal.

2TB FE743U G8") F& agm"G!é)X:fGSubsequent to this decision Gabriel
Gg Sdb,8. 8" Gv)05278° G:09E> made a personal visit to Urantia, and,
-LIFE7 G8-&;$&7 G$4AFG as a result of his study of human

7% FE74 G, G2l g8G7595 G groups and his survey of the spiritual,
1095 @3 P S G8-BI5 *a G:6*aosintellectual, racial, and geographic
GALGE G "4 G SEGONA TG (SAMIES of he world and s peoples
$f_4FGE769°1aFCE748&@ #8, G ossessed those relative advantages
a07 G&d(G$4168-9'862T9IFeGy hich warranted their selection as the
8Y46e2MBob, 8-& 8" G16$495&  pestowal race. Upon Michael's
8U9DBG 4:0 G8Y4$ #E5G%e4 & approval of this decision, Gabriel

a)"7 G%$2$ FET743 G8 G a9~ appointed and dispatched to Urantia
N V8. 8CE G8-:48x08ETG&I(S G the Family Commission of Twelve --
Vob, 8. 8t G XY 8- G &388 GA ($ @elected from among the higher

" EStGT7A:@ P8-2e& 8GES?i& G orders of universe personalities --

which was intrusted with the task of
‘E7 2P G2TB %P *G8, +'FE&%8~ making an investigation of Jewish

491I8EG2 G+7G$4FE9a1a8, ,h*G family life. When this commission

888,FE7 &)05279* GD@ aFE745G8efgled its labors, Gabriel was present
888 GAB@&S8,,h 4G7x3L%L6UBKE S Gn Urantia and received the report



9v)0527F G!IA6'DGob, 8. 8tSG, G nominating three prospective unions
888 GA7 2PG"°8EYBR1 07 G8EF 2r&s being, in the opinion of the
NV8.8CE G =2958p)sC 1a%P commission, equally fayorabllta as
8U4 G™*° GBSFEG'E M8GO, 86 bes_towal f_amllles for Michael's
9n"Bx G 410G 4918xG8 53 GaiGHE O1eCted Incamatiors

2| GAABGEZ</x.”.’& 8x G>E=®

-O6ES$U G
XYY aEUSE=p@BPG2| G4A G:ERE, s. 8° G From the three couples nominated,
BIE@3V0 G 75 G. . *° G Gabriel made the personal choice of

2TB FET748p+8G , GGG, 4 G2+H&: Josfph ﬁ_”d Mary, Slllbseque“t'y
75 7 A GlIAGIA SG G&E GG#Ema Ing his personal appearance to

e . - Mary, at which time he imparted to
N7 %TG , G6x8 8E82B6€+1#U 45 1o the glad tidings that she had been

%L$2)'G ,"t4 G2TB %L6US #d1G selected to become the earth mother
2A4 8x G ,"t7 A G98FG:06U$U G of the bestowal childa

G GG
X BEGURBRTS @B 1. JOSEPH AND MARY G
GGG

XYY 2 6hKan @3BE G6x&Hzan7€8E G8U4LBIBSeph, the human father of Jesus
6x- 08— 38t Bob, 8- G:ESE (Joshua ben Joseph), was a Hebrew of

Ibob. 8-8°6USE7 $8G.v. FE SG  the Hebrews, albeit he carried many

. - . non-Jewish racial strains which had
+U g(H}E P G2T90& BBEB&ELES .
been added to his ancestral tree from
IxQ Bv%95 G8-IEG<BéR 806

. time to time by the female lines of his
9¥.(7 G+8G=U 4%L6UBGBE G progenitors. The ancestry of the father
6x-,:08(E G9r1068B00)0GRE G of Jesus went back to the days of
43%4€06 G7(°4 SG8)Fs8T2B Abraham and through this venerable
~8t G9¥804 $4*G:0!l G$™ G>< dgmpatriarch to the earlier lines of

G<B@& @.(*° G u33) G7'(° 4+ G inheritance leading to the Sumerians
ana+E8- O Bos9EEO¥EXG 0> S G and Nodites and, through the southern

. = tribes of the ancient blue man, to
$48(E G=a8-%E]%VI8p)-G Andon and Fonta. David and

8™ 6eg GlU. G:0-]8M9'9% BB G, Gplomon were not in the direct line of
88)* @& 0 Grc €:0 G86e:0$UG  Jjoseph's ancestry, neither did Joseph's
%:9n) Ber2- 8t Ge3B(E G:0 29010& lineage go directly back to Adam.
BXx#U6U8p+5 G ,8@0168B%I0$e G Joseph's immediate ancestors were

6 0 GG<BE&8pP8 66:0:0G66~#ES) G mechanics -- builders, carpenters,
8638 E G-59E958ATI0L SB masons, and smiths. Joseph himself

N e . was a carpenter and later a contractor.
U)& >E4 SCHSG2G)G His family belonged to a long and



$48U8U8" 8°6u$ Wa3vG8A4 86  illustrious line of the nobility of the
+Y3L748p+6GGa7 HEFESGHUSA)S common people, accentuated ever and
8°FE74$U G ,8EA9Y8GEY,EBY 4 anon by the appearance of qnusual
DY-08p)s G7X(I598. BES 689G individuals who had distinguished
IB)X7\ GBT+FGO¥.(7 G them;elves in connection W|th the

/ - evolution of religion on Urantias
2AF 8Y46 UHESRG527F 2P8ES
91,95 G:g.(7tG A)\FETG
Ci>DFE74$8-EFG P-g9°83& 8'G
&E&E)*G-d>DWL68 G!USE<SR
1€6e G7°$U G

XYY aE8k8E G8U4 9586e+1#1i186 75 #E S Mary, the earth mother of Jesus, was

)05278E G8-9185!145:E7 2R5 48\ descendant of a long line of unique

0+YE” G+ FG+ 81G7 2e& 85 ancestors embracing many of the
E FoeFEDB G($6eEDa168 )6 most remarkable women in the racial

0 RO . history of Urantia. Although Mary
7X(B% 6| G8 6e9GIE)XTXHE; 6|8E, 54 5 average woman of her day and

Gp2A8'6USU G/x)5375 4 G1e6E8Egeneration, possessing a fairly normal
4 $47t G M8G2I$48E1a(ASG:E7 2Rtemperament, she reckoned among

+ 74 G911695862eEV.8RA8TIG her ancestors such well-known
Dy-EF+G7 8A74:6+S G ,"t8@2T9a&3vomen as Annon, Tamar, Ruth,

E7 #E G#ox SGS1&,; G S G Bathsheba, Ansie, Cloa, Eve, Enta,
BE~75 LG 7t GC 7t G MBG and Ratta. No Jewish woman of that

. . day had a more illustrious lineage of
Ia+iFe G7 8-& 8G8Y4608 G.G  ommon progenitors or one extending
4 $48®668®%’\G7 8-$63" G8T+Bp,ck to more auspicious beginnings.
Dy-0 GG<BééxJ nll G$~ G9/@t Mary's ancestry, like Joseph's, was
4 9a)e G w3a) G7 (° <G+ FG 4 g*° Gharacterized by the predominance of
J G8Y466~6E®43Y0 G strong but average individuals,
*(="4:0) G7s 8E GIn1FBGH relieved now and then by numerous

IFE:6+ GDy-ERS P-g9°8a& 8G outstanding personalities in the march

0*E* G8™* 6ii S G,+18GF Y0 G of C|V|I_|zat|on a_n(_j the progressive
evolution of religion. Racially

‘a  G9,85-P98IGIgCG2AT 28considered, it is hardly proper to

$ 3L8ES ~>DRS P8-2e& 7TGB8EE' (ggard Mary as a Jewess. In culture
&€&E)* GHY.(74$ U G8-9'8577 2R and belief she was a Jew, but in

., 78 *° GveB-8p)e G.( d#EG6e)i$ U Gereditary endowment she was more a
"tHE G,IG"7tG4 6.955+°7 2P#EB composite of Syrian, Hittite,
oveB-86U:6+ S G8TIEBBA (17 2P#Ehoenician, Greek, and Egyptian

52,75 SAGOEE SG BA7sSNG4G S G stocks, her racial inheritance being

%2 @<t GO¥&TG.($ G more general than that of Jose@h.



4 €8 8p+a S G ,"t8@8-9196
8T982e8t&38BE G, -7 G/IXFG$7&
8°-L958-G -8'6U% UG

XY YaEve. 8 G =£958psC 1a%PN7 8@Of all couples living in Palestine at
$-47 Gwaacei7 Glé G8v.EREU&about the time of Michael's projected
C’8& GE7 230 G, 75 #E G bestowal,_ Joseph an_d Mary possessed
E-£86F: GB-0/05 87+ 0607 G i cof T o eions and
8"168E>743LFs P8-968A: 8% 48U

o R g L(Bsuperior average of personality

Dy-EF+G1a(A8p)&8" G2I18G!AS! GMiichael to appear on earth as an
Dy-EF+G1a(A& )GFE7 &8A4 86 averageman, that the common people
IY& FE G-06x& 8 $9)GFEBES” G might understand him and receive
NVs.8CE G 6GA8 6l G ,(I2RG him; wherefore Gabriel selected just

Vs 1) G Yo G Frsons o Joseohard Mary
86370 G. 75 G..”** S G:NB8E G P '

S+U0 4 G%L$eB2TB FE743@8B'$ U

G GG
Y B.28e(Re/8AGCHOGONBS. GG 2- GABRIEL APPEARS TO
GG ELIZABETH G

XYY 2 6h) 05277 2P8@B4n8E GFx2 &B608t Jesus' lifework on Urantia was really
37+-8667 GB8ER4 9P)G4 8A%L6ul esgun by John the Baptist. Zacharias,
86G8E GBx- 088V 75 #EGwg~ G John's father, belonged to the Jewish

ol A A Ql/ A priesthood, while his mother,
9P1a8U5:0D@B2ARGEYA6US G ,8CE Elizabeth, was a member of the more

Be+1#U8-&, 9=/ 8t BranBE G6e+1#U8s1,5herous branch of the same large
.78 4 G2AFG8Y/8GH4 49¥8pp family group to which Mary the

-Y4=qF+G:0D@8E8 8'6U$ U G mother of Jesus also belonged.
3V, 78 7t B, 922/ 8t G AaGpF&:6 G7 YXZacharias and Elizabeth, though they

F 4 G:0la:6+ S G8A4 gbueugU G had been married many years, were
childless.G

XYY a G '6e#BIO GFelaBob, 8. 8° G It was late in the month of June, 8
8. 9%/ 7 A GIASGIEG -8t&3v0 G B.C., about three months after the
.75 4G aGpF6:0 G6+ G Z TBa& marriage of Joseph anq Mary, that
4898 G "X G |8 + 8 BU4ESG Gabriel appeared to Elizabeth at

Ny g o R noontide one day, just as he later
IE7  G8A48G8I X7 7 A G 1546 his presence known to Mary.
6€)X:4 G -0 G'E M6ESMD, 8. 8t G 53id Gabriel:G

8), A G+FE748G



XYYa G ZERUDBY, 75 4 Br+>3*n7 G8YLHE "While your husband, Zacharias,
OP$ G6'7 G2P G8%, G o d7G+UUgs stands before the altar in Jerusalem,
14(A& 8" GF -|8A8G$a(I*°G and while the assembled people pray

108FE GoraBEersCIG Gl O LN e tht
vob, 8. 8t G G4 2eF6& ,1a8@& ’

) you will shortly bear a son who shall
2T 8A4 G%T G6x&8X 45 G be the forerunner of this divine

8%2B F(E £&%T G -8"(“#2A4 (G ,8eacher, and you shall call your son
8*.8x cee®&'(° G:06e6GF” G John. He will grow up dedicated to
.8,8x G6E)®:0)X G7°$UG,G the Lord your God, and when he has
6x8" 4 GBA(° AG%LE"<H 8GEG come to full years, he will gladden
cese®4 GRw GG 4FE AC%TG Your heart because he will turn many

. N . Souls to God, and he will also
840 R S GSUZ@‘” HEX G ?’3?&(proclaim the coming of the soul-
d1E AGF" G -8'$U G7+" FB3 #EG pgger of your people and the spirit-
+8t GGp& 8X:OP ) G8-$2F |iberator of all mankind. Your
-8+ G'DFG"X G-09¥8Ep&X kinswoman Mary shall be the mother
2E* F'G:0 G+U&8—*EREE©P8x @f this child of promise, and | will
F-]4 @P G:8 G ,8G5a(I1*°G2TE RG also appear to herG
8°d G&E,18'$ UG"X G?+8-
784S G6+2A%E° G6x8 &E
6e+l#l 4 G%T G -8'$G!I#E
"t7 A$g  GlIAGIGG -8 UEG

XYVaglg GGERStes 8x G+ 78" (°AG This vision greatly frightened
FE743Uvah, 8. 8" G&OIBGo S G ,"@Elizabeth. After Gabriel's departure
8" G=&G 88*I8E2ATG ~8G she turned this experience over in her

8:5FE74 S G8UGE+U3EEE G mind, long pondering the sayings of

; the majestic visitor, but did not speak
1I18A4 G+ FG & 8XGTX(BY% 85 o the revelation to anyone save her

3M FE+2RB GS&F G Y 8>G  hysband until her subsequent visit
., 75 7 A% Gob, 8. 8" G!IAG!Id G with Mary in early February of the

98 €:0#E G!UDI8GIP7-/ , G following year.G
#8 7 A$g G8 Gla4 B6€*a:d
6~6ESU G
XYYad\ex hCe®a= 8t GIUDI7 A9a=\$¢G For five months, however, Elizabeth
$2c G$ G% 6|8"1G/x-4) G withheld her secret even from her

8:6FE74$ U, 5. 8E G-],17 Gs4rehusband. Upon her disclosure of the

8'6° d* GBIGE"COERB S Ge #E étory of Gabriel's visit, Zacharias was

. N A o ; very skeptical and for weeks doubted
+ 78 GGABEIS8BBL G:0 G% 6|&!l the entire experience, only consenting

+U& G=¢G & 888E4 F/48i5:6 "t 4G’nalfheartedly to believe in Gabriel's



BX8*° G 49€$ #KS -8 G8E4 B visit to his wife when he could no
7:04 G6UAS%L6E2RBMX)*2AG longer question that she was
6x187 G$4FS0b, 8. 8E G-1,I®G expectant with child. Zacharias was

R . very much perplexed regarding the
-L4 -L8EFE#E91$2 45%L6UH G : )
R rospective motherhood of Elizabeth,
3V, 75 HE Gl 8E GB8.4 TG AFEG P o ol 'z

. N ~ —_ but he did not doubt the integrity of
+ 78 G$-G-FET748[BIG8A4 8WB" 4 Gyis wife, notwithstanding his own

)M8'6UBE7 $o G.¥s FE G6x!€8GE advanced age. It was not until about
7\98,h 42e8x G8E4 F(E:d#&-6@EY Gix weeks before John's birth that
)6+ 6V 75 #Ecse® GB 6e!l d GZacharias, as the result of an
6+ G ] :0988G%L6UBEET 63 G impressive dream, became fully
8-16958-G U8)G | AG%P G & §G convinced that Elizabeth was to

o become the mother of a son of
8,92/ 8 G7e+19586F GOXEG destiny, one who was to prepare the

26275 4 G$a(IF'G |8XG:4/XFCE#E way for the coming of the MessiaB.
8ABUE6e+#HU 45%L6eGT$ #ES
134 8x G>Y. HBG%4 FE&HL6UE G

XYYaGNob, 8. 8tGd898G _"x G X X8 G Gabriel appeared to Mary about the
‘E3P A7 G735 4 @3*q 7 GSVMHE middle of November, 8 B.C., while

8A dG: 7 2PG8° EEGSYBEE G she was at work in her Nazareth

R T A AL home. Later on, after Mary knew
" 1HAB! ! :
7 A GlIACaS UG, G8BBY.:& without doubt that she was to become

$ 8€ S"Gé #l? G8A4 836€+I#u‘[G%Tﬁnother, she persuaded Joseph to let
8°(HE  Glad 85Glk%e4 BBE B%P Ger journey to the City of Judah, four
Gg 853*n8p)s."Bd G2P;i8p)G miles west of Jerusalem, in the hills,

[ *U8° G&U6e@®%8E G2e G6iS%Ko7 to visit Elizabeth. Gabriel had
88?EF6, 9=/ 8E G; 8%-],IF” G3L Ginformed each of these mothers-to-be

8Y,$0) G&38x G2X& FETA$G of his appearance to the other.
Vob. 8. 8t GEA+IET AG%UT G%. G Naturally they were anxious to get

N - . X together, compare experiences, and
78-&7 A SGBAAELOSAIT ASEC L oy the probable futures of their

>DG8FG '8=8XG§€)|6U§ U G8A7E4 s Mary remained with her distant
& 8t G2P)6+ 1l G 58A8GE=EG & 8&cousin for three weeks. Elizabeth did
Ix ,FE G8AG6x& & 8G&-,(I7 G much to strengthen Mary's faith in the
$4F G8'6° dFE G4*66&FE743 G  vision of Gabriel, so that she returned
., 75 #E G8A4 8@tp G?-=i8% L&, chome more fully dedicated to the call
:7 G Z:0GY%G®H,p)4$ U, s. 8x dio mother the child of destiny whom

¢ ASEGGEATSTG s OEd o7 e 8S o soon opresert o e
8. 0m/ 8 G$'7T&HIBB.V46"WEUS G 514 ormal infant of the reali

S'tHE G8A4 8G Glgc AG%T GBR,h

Hi6u G8 G2I168KBes8 G



Dy 958- G7&+1966x8 8@6e+#1)G
% G-086 -7 G.($ G7(4 HG

5

G 4 FE)X#IG*UBESP)G; 7 G

% 6xH$ UG

XYYa ka8t G d8 98G A "x G Z 8 G Y \@°7 John was born in the City of Judah,
o0v9%:9a6& 52 2P G>D2 FE74$G March 25, 7 B.C. Zacharias and
3V 75 Tt G. 9=/ 8tGob s 8 G Elizabeth rejoiced greatly in the

‘ . Jealization that a son had come to
6+2AF+$4): G6x& 8G2 NG -8xG+ 7%hem as Gabriel had promised, and

do F§E7A48p+6 GB 6?@? G”— ioG when on the eighth day they presented
WLH#ESIO G ,& 8B6x877 AGF")t** G the child for circumcision, they

-OE’60 S G ,&86G987G:04G formally christened him John, as they
-O6ESE4) 68 (*H#E G8*,8xG  had been directed aforetime. Already
)4 958- G2l)t+18p)e G:06u$U G had a nephew of Zacharias departed

3v,75 8 G9n?"@8"-,G+q 8p)e G for Nazareth, carrying the message of

B caOrEman 8 coxese C il I R et i
ICBE G, G8™* 8xee® (° GF' G

R R . _hame was to be Joh@.
8'(“#E G ,"tBEG2A48%7s 7 A G

98F:0d G88F2P74%) G

XYY a GhecBt GBAL 8GBA(° AG%LE7596  From his earliest infancy John was
-0$08A 4 G%L G7<6i8A G%L686° judiciously impressed by his parents

Fo$ #E G 4", 8xGHx:G68)IBXGEE dej/vith the idea that he was to grow up
+0)e.Bd ”G904 3'@1 983G " to become a spiritual leader and

o religious teacher. And the soil of
-OBESU G *a c8e®E G 438a8G  j5h5 heart was ever responsive to

) Fe G6\68'G6I9RE1 )X:6%°("$2 G the sowing of such suggestive seeds.
Fi10 G:4/x%L668v46U8 G6x® Even as a child he was found

60)I8x G&£€7 $6 #EGS8A G6x-,:0 4 Grequently at the temple during the
=:8FE#EG d 8G% 6(32e987 2B8A:@seasons of his father's service, and he
#<7 G(x6U S G8AGH<TG.(8'#EG Was tremendously impressed with the
+U& G -& STESEAITHP7 GSAE significance of all that he sa

A A G D% %LGFE743 G

G GG
Z UTZER&SB S BOH8 90EGETS, GG 3. GABRIEL'S
GE ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY G

XYY a & F 460 G,h)iBG%P GEa¥ks:® G One evening about sundown, before
-7 G% 6x7XB987S\Gv, 8. 8t G Joseph had returned home, Gabriel

% )e G+ &Gla81G4 AG7:7 2FG appeared to Mary by the side of a low



., 75 7 A GlIA0!a8p+8 G ,"t4G  stone table and, after she had
20e=]2e8)G%L=r d*&G d$ *aGGg G recovered her composure, said: "I

+ FE d*° S G Ell@H8E rigd +o G COMe at the bidding of one who is my
"<$g GB’8p)-Gla(AFCEGGA8UFCE;%'P/@Ster and whom you shall love and

. . nurture. To you, Mary, | bring glad
8E G+)m7G&d(*2B7 d7 G7"'$U Gtidings when | announce that the

., 78 6° S GlI#E d1G2A4 8898FEP conception within you is ordained by
THESES G"<8E 4 8tGFEH#I&OIFG heaven, and that in due time you will
8" S G&EMLE"X 45F+ G6x& 8Mecome the mother of a son; you shall
Be+#l 4 GWT G -8 b &"<#,8G  call him Joshua, and he shall

8 8x @Hzan®®  G.¥s) 6°GFES G Inaugurate the kingdom of heaven on
HE G8" G&y7 ZDFG1a(ALG earth and among men. Speak not of

) ; , . this matter save to Joseph and to
E7 2P GFGE\#ISE__ o |BEEYBIG7( G Elizabeth, your kinswoman, to whom
8% UG!le@8"-,G-],IF/$@EB"X G

¥ - | have also appeared, and who shall
2=l & 92/ 0 @e3vG8 77 #S presently also bear a son, whose name
6x,h7 A$g G8 Gla4d &+ F(EG shall be John, and who will prepare
*U(° UG ,"G'DFege& (° G.Y4*& the way for the message of

6x& 8x GIc8)G -8°+0S G #B"X G deliverance which your son shall

6x& 8" G*y IFs GHI GG ~81G4 ",8p)» gproclaim to men with great power and
13(A& 7 A GF-]8@B+4 6% G deep conviction. And doubt not my

R . word, Mary, for this home has been
98FE AS%T G IBX</xFG -8'$ UG \,sen as the mortal habitat of the

.78 6°S G!iHSGE" 8XG8EA FAES (U Ehild of destiny. My benediction rests
7+" FE+ G8" G; 8G7e+'8Gbx8 45 upon you, the power of the Most

8" G2I107 2FG =:0F"G '8p)+ G Highs will strengthen you, and the
2TB %L60 d3&€,18°$ U G!I8@&E.)8'@d-ord of all the earth shall overshadow
"<7t GFoeG8Y4&X -8 +0S @& 8CG YOU." G

HI8" G"<*G IFE BF G:8 G -8'$:G

'DFe G7\ G2110&Ek. 2P G"<*G

(GIF" G8$ UEG

XYYadd Yos #E G8A4L 85G%04 BBXx8*G  Mary pondered this visitation secretly
49€$ #E G134 8G e$ 8B&E £:@ G in her heart for many weeks until of a

Vob, 8. 8 G-1,I7 G$4FEG7 ) G:0 G certainty she knew she was with

% 6| G 4382A8p)++G8t-AFE & child, before she dared to disclose
. e these unusual events to her husband.
3M F(E748p+8 G8 G8'16B7& 8 When Joseph heard all about this,

IUDI7 A G DHE8'6° (?FCE:GerFCEG‘ although he had great confidence in
8Y46U$ B&38” G8” Glad &+UKXHE Mlary, he was much troubled and
%L6USG&E SG7 G$A4FG8A4 8 could not sleep for many nights. At

~8t G4)a D7 $8G.Y4 FE S G*iigegfirst Joseph had doubts about the
Gabriel visitation. Then when he



% TE%L667 ) G!IO GU%®ROIX became well-nigh persuaded that
2X>$ Wa38t G=I8E7 #Esob, 8. 8CE @GVary had really heard the voice and
1I8x G8E4 FETWG,) Gli2Ps cbeheld the form of the divine

75 4GOl+)e G4 2eF6 messenger, he was torn in mind as he

. , . ondered how such things could be.
1a8ACK%0+P)+."Bd G8E2e83& 6U G E|ow could the offspring %f human
8 G+U3e& (6(E6US #6124 8G  peings be a child of divine destiny?
a8(EG-36€:0 AC%L6UBEE S G6e&i Never could Joseph reconcile these
)$ G8°8G8°6e!@G3L G8Y#EG* conflicting ideas until, after several
~8" G2 5FE+"2B h)+8 FE74$U G weeks of thought, both he and Mary
8- 87 A2P GB 62IEE6x8” 4G6&i A reached the conclusion that they had
4 265 GTEHOGRAT4GHT GaL G DeenShosen 0 becorne e patrts o
872 O#E 4 &3t GGp$u%L$E" G been the Je\;vish concept that the
4",& 8x G-O6x& 8G3L G6U6U:EG gypected deliverer was to be of divine
7) GOG%6|&E GI'7 SG,7G nature. Upon arriving at this
78 GHU%, E0$4FESRE-]8A#ES momentous conclusion, Mary
4 2eFe G.,2e8xG:0$G.,86€6°G hastened to depart for a visit with
Fe$ #E G8-806 P", O#EGS *,7 $o' Elizabeth.G
Ys FE G ,& G8A4 8@2758E G
+0)s G2TB %L60$ #4)"7 G
8% A G%L6UH G8") F&:E$4FS

4)" 7 G8*'8AS Gs #EG o=l 8x G
IFE d G88FG2P%@ER&O!A%EE

8% UG

XYYag 275 #E G% 6X7X8H7 G8A & Upon her return, Mary went to visit
C+U8- &7sc 0 Gi*° G-],IFE74$ U der parents, Joachim a_nd Hannah. Her
"8E G.+U*G884 FEGY%, G two brothers and two sisters, as well

7X/"8& 0 G%, GOIHI&BIGE” GEE G as he_r parents, Were_a_lways_ very
skeptical about the divine mission of

Vb, 8. 8E G']’I? G$4FGA6X’h $0G Jesus, though, of course, at this time
+U* G8Y4 dEFET74:08G8E G8tfkey knew nothing of the Gabriel

4 2eFe G8,,h7 G$4FGHI G4 I _ visitation. But Mary did confide to
GABE9SEB $2*G.(743 U G ) I G her sister Salome that she thought her
.75 #E G8A@6x& 8G8U588%4Ks son was destined to become a great
2T2 8" GU%L$oB7e+5:0689€$ G teacherG

2 SFe$#E G1a4 8G8A G6i#IG

3x2a 7 A GBI6E"C6EW G

XYY agNop, 8. 8t Grand G8Y4B 3% 8GO G Gabriel's announcement to Mary was
.75 7 A G8 G2A4 808Fv46uS G Made the day following the



8E G-],I8t G,"t4 G6+2A&EX8 *onception of Jesus and was the only
S84FE G>PlaF@BH8-6=2G5 event of supernatural occurrence

:é7 2P G8°6eiBS GFe G-BSE connected with her entire experience
S<8A7$958614 "8°6U$ U G of carrying and bearing the child of

promise.G
G GG
[ L EBEREESG 4. JOSEPH'S DREAM G
GGG

XY YalEdas8t G8A d 4G+ 7£88-1695% 1185 Joseph did not become reconciled to
id G98€0#67s 4 GCi-gFG the idea that Mary was to become the

6x8 " SAEG6+HU L%T G -8"(°¢€I§E mother of an extraordinary child until

4" 8x G DIEFG3L G6U6ISG . G after he had experienced a very

o NS ~ impressive dream. In this dream a
U2A7 2P G-Q A&/-!I#E G=D10&E brilliant celestial messenger appeared

1a8ACR%0P 4 G ,7 AG!IAS! G+ FG tg him and, among other things, said:
& GIE7 2R5:076!1€7Y8687);$ a G"Joseph, | appear by command of
Be3wx S GlIHEIS G"/B88XG Him who now reigns on high, and |
:0-dFE G g4 #6 ,8@+)M7G am directed to instruct you
&d(°2P G7 #E$S G8UBRI158GE concerning the son whom Mary shall
88$4FG/*8 GULEGXE 8675 4G bear, and who shall become a great

8B FE B%T G GS$4FG"<7 AG light in the world. In him will be life,

L (Ot~ e A g %O and his life shall become the light of
2X+1F" G:O(*#HG:04 *° G-O6ES G mankind. He shall first come to his

BE G6|7 G2 +18'G8Y48 -8"+nG  own people, but they will hardly
,8E G8°2 8tIG8-*EBES G%T G  receive him; but to as many as shall
8% UG #E742G8A 6% 9¥7 AS receive him to them will he reveal
HAGIe4 A G%L&G ,& 86, G  thatthey are the children of God."

o8EGT759EF@E6~8% 86+ S G After this experience Joseph never

*  G-06x& 8 #B+U&GB1A(A& 7 AG again wholly doubted Mary's story of
:& 8 GeseBE GBA'S 8" (HE Gabriel's visit and of the promise that

. o . "= the unborn child was to become a
134 8x G @4 F'G -8'$ U E G8” G=8&Rine messenger to the worla.

8v48tGGo7 #EGBt Gob, 8. 8E G

117  G$4FS7s 8E G8'6°d7™B G
6x:60 GB 62!1:6 G6~866x8" 4G21168&
4 2eFe G1a8@R%0*P 4 G%T G -8"(BE
1347 G$4FGS 4 #EG8ES & J:0G
6~ AG%L6UY G

XYYalEYg) FeG-],1& 8" G8™* 6&:0#EG% 6§ 1B all these visitations nothing was
%-98E G 4,17 G$4FS61 =8tGF+ G-yGgAid about the house of David.



6UBUS WGEn4 Gdrn8-& 8T Nothing was ever intimated about
F-]8A E 4 Go%L*a(*#G6™4 #K598G7 Jesus’ becoming a "deliverer of the
6U6USP+S G$4+ FARRLE 4 GYT G JEWS,” not even that he was to be the
S(HE G6°4 $a598GA6U6IL G long-expected Messiah. Jesus was not

. i such a Messiah as the Jews had
guHE 6%8-& 8" G SAFEIE)SG  ,iicinated, but he was theorld's

#5275 4 GOX#U('BL3 IRGEEIEESEeliverer His mission was to all races
8% UG 888, h#E56e&@F+ G and peoples, not to any one groGp.
;$8 G6x$G+U&8-91& (G

-09¥& 8x G88Fs -8"6u$ U G

XYY 215 6e38t GronG 7% 8EE2A8BxX#1161%) Gloseph was not of the line of King
8e3V(SHE G754 Gh:9BE GG<BEY David. Mary had more of the Davidic
$G4€83 LGB ® GOl 'sa ancestry than Joseph. True, Joseph

\ _ did go to the City of David,
8~ 9nlar G8"'FC5§§F@'9@_E G Bethlehem, to be registered for the
$94 8-GH1 7 G HEUSE -8" G

oo Roman census, but that was because,
laag:0+ SG, 8t@3BEG 1$4805ix generations previously, Joseph's
@ QPBE P G9nldB8 6x 4 GWLEG paternal ancestor of that generation,
%:98E G:0 B8A2A&z 7 A G being an orphan, was adopted by one
816A%L6U dG&E,18°618p+h G ,)«G Zadoc, who was a direct descendant

8-F @360 GEBE G 4,1 ESp)S of David; hence was Joseph also
8:0%L6U$ UG accounted as of the "house of Davi@."

XYYalgl 6+2e A7 2PG2ASB275 G Most of the so-called Messianic
7<6i2P& 8°(°  G.v»*a#E -& G:E G Prophecies of the Old Testament were

$47.8x @an7 A GO57Y4 AE)-8tG made to apply to Jesus long after his

. mnn A v A life had been lived on earth. For
;g-%@;@%ﬁgg;ﬁﬁ centuries the Hebrew prophets had

ol proclaimed the coming of a deliverer,
3L2ld G% 6feob, G7<6i8A&8G  and these promises had been
F-]BABEGSa(IBGEP* G2TEE  construed by successive generations
7°8p+aS G+ &21$4*°G o?E+'2P  as referring to a new Jewish ruler who
8") Fe G6+2A& 843 %.8@& A9A*EG would sit upon the throne of David
@3iF” Gli)-7&%8- GBE?E8&4 and, by the reputed miraculous
it~ . methods of Moses, proceed to
i%(EISZSEi g;;iﬁ;;gg g establish the Jews in Palestine as a

A N i . powerful nation, free from all foreign
Epraac ol 7 GveB-8" GBE?EFGHE  omination. Again, many figurative
NYFe Gl(*** G2I7a S G+UB6 *-G passages found throughout the
H(°8E G:06-d).."Bd GF-]4 AaG Hebrew scriptures were subsequently
-87(° GF2Q%LG& 6U$U G, G misapplied to the life mission of

7-7 $2 960, G [9G2ATG8Y.#E+ siclesus. Many Old Testament sayings



10; 958- G 9<& 8" GG@$4G were so distorted as to appear to fit
8*) 2P @unBE G8°B1a+17G8I+iG Some episode of the Master's earth

957Y%L6R9EY G 622¢ iiTG8Y.E Ife. Jesus himself onetime publicly
+8t G 9<& 8" G'< r(_;4 FEA denied any connection with the royal

N . house of David. Even the passage, "a
7+ %L6e2P G*U?GRaBE G&Yy7 2P8(E ijen shall bear a son," was made to

8727 2P8¢66é8@7 FP2A& 76 read, "a virgin shall bear a son." This
8°?EFEH-8p)e G.(8" AG%L6UY Gwas also true of the many genealogies
8rand G8A4 0G:onG7%0 4&ER o7 G of both Joseph and Mary which were
$4FETG.,8-8'G:896 ) P958p)e G  constructed subsequent to Michael's
’8-F¢ GO95%$BF G-V2 GSGES career on earth. Many of these

4 -6684E G EB7 8A 56x& 86 lineages contain much of the Master's

Y . . ol ancestry, but on the whole they are
8\1/28 F‘G 83 UE G(BEBUISE not genuine and may not be depended
EFG=I"t 4 G6x& 8%68%2B K>3

g upon as factual. The early followers
‘8" § E)» GF2Q%L6U$G8'G7!4 G of Jesus all too often succumbed to
Nv8.8CE G8" G283 6'G8 ' Ga G the temptation to make all the olden
8A2e%Be3v0 G, 75 8 G9¥.(7 2P&&Eprophetic utterances appear to find
+8t G-G:E72B:948°$ UG8 F& fulfillment in the life of their Lord
O¥%.( G2A7 #Er@BE G4 9P958-  and MasterG

9010& $0G+ 8 GE Foe%l®8/1:64S G

98=€958p)*G.0 G&E G, -& &91G%obe

8" Gbx#U+81a4 7G 0 v*° G%,,:&

6~8t G&#85.(8-$ U G>< dB4n*° G

>SEQFE749FU&1a(A& 86 $48@

7<6i95 G d1a&G+U%, @8A d& 8E

Ru8+to @@ 4 G ,808°2G

2A7 2PG2e? %P =)0 G.(8"AG

FE)X#B8TGNR"<,IG8A:G/'9€$ U G

G GG
\mm@mm 5. JESUS' EARTH PARENTSG

elee
XYY a\Eda38t GT\G FG2eEV.®+ 74 Joseph was a mild-mannered man,

6A4 958-G1a(A8 61i8p+® G8AGH extremely conscientious, and in every
-00¥8@EG+U&9" ,95G 4)t7t G36 47GNAY faithful to the religious

.~ . conventions and practices of his
F',lc_)_(%A' 4 FCE7AT_$J G #G+ 8G n8G people. He talked little but thought
6U60U:0+ G2 58°G ~6uU$U G, G$4@

S much. The sorry plight of the Jewish
9v68-& 8ES/x=IF+G=1:0#M#38X G people caused Joseph much sadness.
+ 78 G3aF8 GFE743 G9>B4 9<8(& As a youth, among his eight brothers



8e3Bt G7 $“G+18EGI9P8A+ &

and sisters, he had been more

'E7 2P G+ 78 @AGEPI8 6u8p!iS G cheerful, butin the earlier years of
AGpG>< d7GASE G66GH 92 G married life (during Jesus' childhood)

H#E G914 958p)-G6+ FIAI< DG

/"9l G8Y46uUd G8") FSAL 'BG

he was subject to periods of mild
spiritual discouragement. These
temperamental manifestations were

B $6#EG , 4 G(0-J8@&:18€86$-FE @yreatly improved just before his

-H)e G987S G ,*a G, 4 G$ 3PF&
+Y3L8@G: 6607 2R58T+ FEFEEA
6USA 4 GY%\8p)+4@ 49¥8 8@

untimely death and after the economic
condition of his family had been
enhanced by his advancement from

f9P958-GGIDISGE *&Ga7 #5+ 743he rank of carpenter to the role of a

Gl98%L6&8Y46uU8 G G

prosperous contracto&

XYYa\gY¥ 75 8E G d:086 ,"t8EG!UDI O#65 Mary's temperament was quite
16$-HYG16-L9586 -8761$ U G ,"tyiPpposite to that of her husband. She
# G+L(AFE74S G d @ 08" #5958 Was usually cheerful, was very rarely

a8EG6U6USPBGF{TEQ8tG d:u8xG

J  G8v.6U8 G #E G8A4 8&
D91958- G#AIA& 888A8T); /&

downcast, and possessed an ever-
sunny disposition. Mary indulged in
free and frequent expression of her
emotional feelings and was never

3L4 )s GE-GB8FEFET7483&BE Gobserved to be sorrowful until after

E8A3Q) 76G:18€8798 £:0#E5

the sudden death of Joseph. And she

3aFH7 G80 B+U3é808G2.(8:6 G had hardly recovered from this shock

6~6E6USU G ,"tHIE+ 78/*-G
2A$0)s GBA G#<6'7 2R5" (°7eG

+U36é8p)+G!AB!I#ES G=R G6x& 8E
-E167@6~862 6”7 G$4FG70)X76

8(E,I8x GEV4B%L6UBEET $8 G
StHE  G6x:.@58° G>Y Y7 BPa8@

GA.)%L:6G+IFG16B 7G8Y46U8 G

)l GDy-EFE®~868" G+U&
=G & 8xG bP8p+ 2B 75 #E G

8'16FE G!Y& FE@HI&G+ 6x& 0G

,8E GGI9P8A+ & 084 a7 G

when she had thrust upon her the
anxieties and questionings aroused by
the extraordinary career of her eldest
son, which was so rapidly unfolding
before her astonished gaze. But
throughout all this unusual experience
Mary was composed, courageous, and
fairly wise in her relationship with her
strange and little-understood first-
born son and his surviving brothers
and sistersG

8Y4682/520e=|FAG7Y G8Y4AB *a G

G8+1FE B$4=IFE749 G

XYY a\EgunttE G8- 8.,2e7 G$4AFS 18UHG:
% 914 8" G+ 8iG!Y& 0G!US$ *-G
&) 708x G6x-,:0)»."Bd G
P)X-O6ES8p+8 G6&+H#il)s. BdH#E

Jesus derived much of his unusual
gentleness and marvelous sympathetic
understanding of human nature from
his father; he inherited his gift as a
great teacher and his tremendous



88%$4F+G:0$28A)-2P8@Ba#U G capacity for righteous indignation
9I8E)+7&G., P7 G$4F660=4!B from his mother. In emotional
3L7Y#U)Y8G,p)X-OG(E$l G rea(?tions to his adult-life .
66+*-8D)*2P8(E 168816 GREGE G environment, Jesus was at one time

P s like his father, meditative and
DOI9S GB $G2A7 #8 G6x-,:030 G worshipful, sometimes characterized

2 58" G+ G4 6958+ 416]8t Gy apparent sadness; but more often
3aF<G&#8G.(8 #EG2e Y8'6U:0+b G he drove forward in the manner of his

., 75 8E G!I=P958" $GHG%o F3 mother's optimistic and determined
d:08x G&) 18#EG 174 4G$™ G disposition. All in all, Mary's
+ 6ES$ U G$4=6958p)6G4 2eB: 8 gtemperament tended to dominate the

2e8UFEHE09I 0 G6e*-8p)e2P8E Ccareer of the divine Son as he grew up
. s and swung into the momentous strides
E$4F- G 0918G ~6e 4415 8B of his adult life. In some particulars

2A6"7 G7S 8E G q;u&,;y G Jesus was a blending of his parents'
:0-d958°6U$ U G6edDi-gF6&  traits; in other respects he exhibited
A7a7 #E &4n4 G."+UG%, Gla(ABEthe traits of one in contrast with those

Cily8@EGpF%R 8G.(74 b G'D G of the otherG
$*~ G+'7 2P#BE%, Gla(As8IE-L %L
Cily& 8x G.(8" d$aGFE743 G

XYY a\SE e GrVG8EBe T P& 8G7Y-ETG From Joseph Jesus secured his strict
$4F- G6gFSGU)\ OBob, G 987G  training in the usages of the Jewish
$4F+ G.(dG& 1G4 a8xG ceremonials and his unusual

. . acquaintance with the Hebrew
ge3wBp)e.’Bd G,p)X-O6ES8phk& : :

R scriptures; from Mary he derived a
75 )e BA#E GO!,2 Ge7 G$AFE oorP 4

broader viewpoint of religious life

($ GE!G8G 49D @ P8-958575%,nd a more liberal concept of personal
8A8T7 G$4F&9” G$~ G P-]938- spiritual freedomG

P",8x G6i6U$U G

XYY a\58e3v0 G, 75 8E G%, G; 6[8t, G The families of both Joseph and Mary
$-4 ).2P#E G ,8U8%8I G-08Di7G Were well educated for their time.
2AFY:$BGY0 G, 75 #E G$-4 8G Joseph and Mary were ed_ucated far
4 $495 G-d fi 0G2 G+3L:47 G/Ix>E66 above the average for their day and

, station in life. He was a thinker; she
.0 G&€ S GDy .(§H 6G"/AE8 ,8U8G was a planner, expert in adaptation

-O6ES$  G.0G3L Ggyﬁﬁt G ~8,tG and practical in immediate execution.

1aly 474$@6-L+b Gs #E G 9GAS Qoseph was a black-eyed brunet;

958...)Y8G($6ela G:»25958p)G  Mary, a brown-eyed well-nigh blond

4 FY%7 G7b d#B4 =D9585 type.G

1a(A86U$ W&3Bt G "8t GH#< G

‘Bt+*are G 49€8p+8 Gs #E G



<ly G#< @ <-P7 G 4 €76G+I*a*°G
J G8Y46UH G

XYY 2\G8e38” G1e668Y46U$(°+S G #E Had Joseph lived, he undoubtedly
8(E4 F'G7 :06U8G8A G+ 6x& 8@ Wwould have become a firm believer in

4 2eFs G13+88G% FATA36(18G me divilne misscijotr: of his elI)delz_st son.
8% UG #EG "805S$*G ary alternated between believing

- s <o o.~and doubting, being greatly

8BA4& 0G? & G a G?"If_g‘ 8 Ginfluenced by the position taken by
? FEHISB $07G75FUS08p+"28B  her other children and by her friends
-38€ 0 GB8EE1a87 2/57°$G HSG  and relatives, but always was she
FEH#BEB $2*G.(8" d#EGFE74:0% G steadied in her final attitude by the
MBE G>91958G6B $o#E , G6x8° @memory of Gabriel's appearance to
815B %B:6GoTG!IAdIa$@0, 8. 7 G her immediately after the child was
$4F+ G d667 GBEF B |16 conceivedG

8T:0%L60U$U G

XYYa\g! 75 #E G7k B; #EG3M)\8A8 6u#E@Mary was an expert weaver and more

,G$-4 G 4183L)6uG d3T$4.". 8@3han averagely skilled in most of the
Dy G3L:48GH 6G"L#EB household arts of that day; she was a

v . . .qi« ~000d housekeeper and a superior
86uBp+a b GH *iR&1€"0 686U Ghomemaker. Both Joseph and Mary

($6e!E)‘G 491:0. 74:$ UBBY0 G were good teachers, and they saw to it
. 78 #E G%E GQ’H%E_'GZTZG that their children were well versed in
7'F"8x GFE748[B368A4 & &, G the learning of that day

$-4 8EG:64 7 GF-IF"G3L G8Y438)'

44>%$ UG

XYV 2\ 5ee3Bt GO>6UIBH&E B 8(E G. ?+8G (GVhen Joseph was a young man, he

‘N>E )1a7 G 7Y%L6U6U#ESGODBWAS employed by Mary's father in the
4134 87 G7c 4 Bea?7 A G*u4G work of building an addition to his

8x G 491$ G4 G -8(38—|7$83%L6éé§0use' and it was when Mary brought
P i oseph a cup of water, during a

84m8E G."+UB%LSo7e+1%L6e@ noontime meal, that the courtship of

[)2P8E G 6”4 G4 9P)G the pair who were destined to become
4 8A%L6USU G the parents of Jesus really began.

XYYa\Ega38" G Y X 1& GBESS G ,76 Joseph and Mary were married, in
.75 #E'@*q G 0=17 G8YErs 8CE @ccordance with Jewish custom, at
-7 2P G%98B&7 G&J(G 4Gp4 86 Mary's home in the environs of

7)$ UG8 G 4GRSBGE Y "X G Nazareth when Joseph was twenty-

- one years old. This marriage
%6[7 G ~?G9I16958691GE d 8G concluded a normal courtship of

Go7 G?E) 9€V G, G:0GH,& 8t G gimost two years' duration. Shortly



"3+q 7 G8Y#HELI G; 8p)S thereafter they moved into their new

8°1aFE748p+8 G , G; &38" G%, G home in Nazareth, which had been

GI9P& 80E$a708%-066 681G built by Joseph with the assistance of
8608 UG,G: ®1a]7 GD3> 6 two of his brothers. The house was

. N located near the foot of the near-b
4 GEA igG+ 786x* $) AG y

R o > R elevated land which so charmingly
18)X$.(8#E S G4€87G8YH#ME  gyerlooked the surrounding

*2:6 G-E7G88?EF&8Y46U8 G (ountryside. In this home, especially
J+U 4 G%T G8 G%,&GAF8ES G prepared, these young and expectant
8A4 & 8" G; 8xG&OB\G&Y G parents had thought to welcome the
5% H1 7 G 4 G8YABH 6|7GFs G child of promise, little realizing that

74:08(G-E$4FS 14 "8 GS™ 621G this momentous event of a universe
ot pa > .. was to transpire while they would be
_'8 (#E . G'1a4 81 0,8«5 Oei'a%”:e'absent from home in Bethlehem of
=X S G8" G; 7 AB+2A&EX8 *G JudeaG

+8'F" G3L G8%8p*ag 5FE+28

+-L8EG:4/x*° GFE746@'$ UG

XYY AVEY G B 49%6$4. ., 8t @4BE G The larger part of Joseph's family

4% 20e8x G-3#B4 8A& 8G%L 6168 ecame believers in the teachings of
.75 G:ASGLa(A& 84 G8 G JESUS, but very few of Mary's people

21168x G&OI 4398 €:0#5 *° G-3uEver believed in him until after he

, . , N departed from this world. Joseph
8A 4 G n8E6UCUNLEBBI GBUE | o4n6d more toward the spiritual

$o(IF" @2737 G$AFEGT7596 concept of the expected Messiah, but
P",7 G$ G?E7G8v460.06 G Mary and her family, especially her

,, 78 Tt G "t8EG 49¥&S GCiBY4s  father, held to the idea of the Messiah
"t8E G6x-,:0#E®2757 G$4F 25  as a temporal deliverer and political
$:0 GGSZ|95$F"-]8A!‘| GII?ED ruler. Mary's ancestors had been
B&?(EBA)-2PSEA",7 G14)-80G prominently ide_nt_if_ied with the
81/46@9@ SE G?Tgn.&(st, G$-4G rl\gigtr:]?l?i?nagsgctlwtles of the then but
>e 08"6USEGaE0sGEIBA& 8B

7€% 7 G ~8G 47 FE G8v46u8 G

XYYalUgagt Guey,7  G$AFER7(91958p)+G Joseph held vigorously to the Eastern,
&l. GGM@ic+9% 75 958-G aF *°G or Babylonian, views of the Jewish

J  G8Y46USpSGs #E G8\-E @G religion; Mary leaned strongly toward

7<612P& 8X GF 2QF ca38Y,66 BR($ Gthe mlcl)re'lllgerql and broader \fNEstern,
ot "Ge6. Goma O Hellenistic, interpretation of the

8A8T..-IFE . GE! - o2 law and the prophet&

N, 40 958-G aF7 G IFE & d7i6e9lG

8¥46U$ U G
G GG



] UIBMG0@ 9SS 6. THE HOME AT NAZARETH G
GGG

XYYal88uBE G; 8@8*q 8E G.uB:07!7 G The home of Jesus was not far from
SYHEG" EGB6I$%7 2B *aG+t:0c  the high hill in the northerly part of
6~ S G2e88% iB:67!7 GOVAHE Nazareth, some distance from the
*(i8x G74,p7 2R590 G&UGE® village spring, which was in the

. eastern section of the town. Jesus'
874608 WGBE G 49¥&304GT~ 17Cp, ity dwelt in the outskirts of the

"ZOFGE‘ (87.6U8p$G8 Je8-FESE (ity, and this made it all the easier for
,4 GIE7 G3L4)G4 | G1la=y8im subsequently to enjoy frequent
Adall G O0=I7 G8Y4E 8 :0%4 S G strolls in the country and to make

% :fi8p)e GO 6&8Y,#ER1A G ,*a G trips up to the top of this near-by
Ix36Fe G"/E8 &0 G61$%e&X highland, the highest of all the hills of
OP7-FE #5106 8CE G+& southern Galilee save the Mount

615%08 GE7 215 48" EG6IS% T Tabor range to the east and the hill of

e A Nain, which was about the same
7X*#EG -8xGH 6G3+ BFET743 G height. Their home was located a little

& 8E G; 8t G8" GOISHERCE TG to the south and east of the southern
*28p)s.’Bd  G6+ &!U% ;i7G promontory of this hill and about
88?EFEG8Y46U8p$G8" G6isHmEEMIdway between the base of this
d340 @+q 8p)e.’Bd GViG;fi8p)*G elevation and the road leading out of
AHE G | G'E 8= 7 G88?EF® Nazareth toward Cana. Aside from

SaiS0 G 1. G- 3 ST s . s ot i
sranttE @Fe, )» G 4HEG 10 G+ 11 A G g

- R ~ about the base of the hill in a
YLH#HES:09D8BFUFET.U% ;A8p)*G  northeasterly direction to a point
8A*aG80 G8Y:#E61$% d3a8%5&d(G where it joined the road to Sepphofs.
+8"+8" G!b G9BH8xG&d(G

14=yFE d*G:A8$ U G

XYYalBdasv0 G 75 8E G: 86:0.E8G The home of Joseph and Mary was a

DyDYFE G-]8 GFE!l £8Y.4#2Qd One-room stone structure with a flat

" p86UBp+a G 4>E& 86 d* HEG roof qnd an adj_oining building_for

‘2A G ",pGFE!l 6.166G8Y:608 G hous'lng the animals. The furniture

' . ARKA . consisted of a low stone table,

4 &)#E GlasilGAAS G:U ™ 0G  grhenware and stone dishes and
%) Go%P GOEGWIX& S GOSG pots, a loom, a lampstand, several
&%8E5 G+» G B8ABBEBEBARG ,*a Gsmall stools, and mats for sleeping on
%-H$7 G~ G8AH#HEY% 8A*a& 85 the stone floor. In the back yard, near
8,460 U G>E184 €8 G8V.# the animal annex, was the shelter
%E*1$-7 #EG 4 8x G 4#E$GEx7ER Which covered the oven and the mill

++% 0GG"$%8x( 4F" GY%,#E=q 4G}‘or grinding grain. It required two



81460U$ U G , G++y&a7YFE&d persons to operate this type of mill,
88F 2P#ES GF+ G1a(@% *a G$ *-G oneto grind and another to feed the
Fe G1A(ASG 4 8x G; 6&"W dG88FG grain. As a small boy Jesus often fed
%, G1A(ABKFX7E)SFE7ABGHE G grain to this mill while his mother

o .. L turned the grindeiG
6e*a G4 9<7G8A G6e+I#i 45++% &
% *a#EG% 6 4 8x G; 6&"W#EB8°86
8A:0 G$27°$U G

XYYalSZE AG-HI@+ AR 49¥8E +U 4G In later years, as the family grew in
@:7 G&I(G7\G4 & 8iG$ G"GGA Size, they would all squat about the
+& GY% G4BH87GFeGINGE enlarged stone table to enjoy their
6)6x GBE4 8GE 6E8VAEIEA IG  Tloar> Neiping themseles from a

~ ' common dish, or pot, of food. During
GmBGla/x7 2PG 58A8GBEA 855684 inter, at the evening meal the
+m8p+2R5:A n7d54 1a4 88xG table would be lighted by a small, flat
49€$ U G UGE% 6|8@D4"u4 1&  clay lamp, which was filled with olive
&E7 #EGT *a/@ d* 8p)*G=x8 :6G  oil. After the birth of Martha, Joseph
8A GIY8ARS:sHE&%SES 4 Ads@ouilt an addition to this house, a large
-QGH$U @%: 4 GB 6e!BGG@ss®@ G 'oom, which was used as a carpenter
.7  GAc G-|BEEG shop during the day and as a sleeping
$>.17 :06U8p+a S GIAT HE+Y )2A)G "00M AL NGtG
63 G-X7 #2004 )61a7YFETLG

G GG
N U 399139@?0 BB (B8 7. THE TRIP TO BETHLEHEM G

GG5

XYYa'd X 48 98G  "x G Z&¥80d3, 75 4G Inthe month of March, 8 B.C. (the
4GpF+G , G$ PF2:Gac73s9 AanpatiE G Month Joseph and Mary were
w2, OP i8EG+U& n:08A& 8'G married_), Caesar Augustus decreed
8~ 9n1a*° G-O$2)G+)mFET4HE at all inhabitants of the Roman
g o %o ; mpire should be numbered, that a
§#EG2l < 3L__ ._G'($ GGU 0958p}s census should be made which could
FE 058\8'? 8'60$ &B-& 8‘t G be used for effecting better taxation.
Fi10 G EBAGF09¥8G g3L%LH#E E GGFhe Jews had always been greatly
$4F" G I)YFE S-L$4FEBRTS! a8 prejudiced against any attempt to

J  G8Y4608ps$:G *a G8 -8t SG "number the people,” and this, in
vBE GEKAIEE G |!€8@4 5F-G  connection with the serious domestic
68)X78G7 "& 0 G A\FETS G difficulties of Herod, King of Judea,

o R had conspired to cause the
9"0/.".8_'805“( 7 GHAFEs- 981a™G ) stponement of the taking of this
X"x8 G7$ dFESAB+ & 6USUG  angys in the Jewish kingdom for one
d898 G _ "x7G8" G8- 9ula@



2 QP i G987!7 2/54 4 %L601:0+S Gyear. Throughout all the Roman
8TSUGAS” G:0-dFEHE~aac 91 G Empire this census was registered in

7%o |+ 8t G7<7_|74#E$® '($ G8° Gthe yeal’8 BC, except |n the
" GGEES d8 98G A "x7G4 4 %L 614 _Palestlnlan k_lngdom of Herod, where
it was taken in 7 B.C., one year latér.

XYY &%) 8%88FEG s G714G It was not necessary that Mary should
8 H) 8p)e G-L& 4 G7 FY:R3Fx7E#EJ0 to Bethlehem for enroliment --
6UBL:O+ 86377 A#E G 49¥398=é*@f]951?ph,|""as Sut”':/?”ze% to register for
&9%)'F” G3L G8GHEF-8G8Y,618€S G- ramlly - but Mary, being an

. _ -~ __adventurous and aggressive person,
+UG 8xGI¢ 6XFE595 -958452e Y86 qjsted on accompanying him. She

.78 #E G, 7G% FY2FE 0% feared being left alone lest the child
,FE74$ UG ,"t#E38" G; 8xG  be born while Joseph was away, and

IX7& G% 6|7GGp&F6x8 *Gl¢ AG again, Bethlehem being not far from

%T €.DG ¥913@) 8 G A$ 4G the City of Judah, Mary foresaw a

5] 8 Growoass 528G *faG+t:0G  Possible pleasurable visit with her

6~6(E8p,0):G ,"tBEG?=I8-G kinswoman Elizabetis

8., 92/ 8X G$4G-],IF" G3L$BBY.8

87(° G; BAFET74@&E,I8°61$ U G

XYYa'ldaaB” G 75 8E G% F®8y8p)X G  Joseph virtually forbade Mary to
FY/.$@ -8°G1a4 8:0+ S G6x( accompany him, but it was of no
2A7Y8 G6UBISPHG Z 8° G!@:OSOSQI?\vaiI; when the food was packed for
7 E158xG8BFS8E4 816 4/XEE+ 28 the trip of three or four days, she

e s . prepared double rations and made
HE  G%, G1a(ABEBEE+ & 662 044y for the journey. But before they

8A d$0G7 F/.TGSAIXFETAB G ) !l Gactually set forth, Joseph was

&8 G9I8&>D-PFE®876:3Bt G reconciled to Mary's going along, and
., 78 8E G% FCBL(xFE748(B3-& they cheerfully departed from

&8t GlU-i"ETG d1G*i8€8p)G Nazareth at the break of d&y.

13+ 8x G&O'ad) G

XYY a'Sdasv0 G 75 #E G 4IDFE74S GAGS < @seph and Mary were poor, and since
3L G8YEA>ESGFe G*i*a-JT6 they had only one beast of burden,

61601 d GEEI7 S G8,4 FEG+gG  Mary, being large wih child, rode on
ho7e G7s 4 G,p8& 0 GFeG e animal wi € provisions wniie

L R _ B Joseph walked, leading the beast. The
’ 3[ GBB7GAG 83@\&_6 ~8p+2f5 building and furnishing of a home had

; 3i8x Gl€ G H$WEBBt G>+07 G peen a great drain on Joseph since he
8A d G6x-,:0 4 G+i8G+i G6SBFYLER had also to contribute to the support

J+U& $9 G. 6AF 6 G%L6UGBEE,7 Gof his parents, as his father had been
8AdG: 0G1e*& 4 G&%ExX recently disabled. And so this Jewish



8T:0FE d 4GA G couple went forth from their humble
"$(30) 89€6U$ UG8’ Fe home early on the morning of August
16B 7 2P G89@8~ G.". #EG dg 98G 18 7 B.C., ontheir journey to

A G 8 GX_ 8 GG BethlehemG

><(°Fe G8A ; 8xG&OB*H) 8p)e G

I8x G&O'a%eES'$ UG

XYYa'd'\'7 Fe=R GO S G @Bk 14 G d3a7GTheir first day of travel carried them

8Y.#EG8A8E61$%. GSo=]FE748(5-6 around the foothills of Mount Gilboa,
88t G.'72P GsekG 47 G where they camped for the night by

6°75:0% GOIFE G-X86.(18+2PG the river Jordan and engaged in many

. A speculations as to what sort of a son
07$ G6x8” 4GB 6€!0 £7G34FGT ) Gy be born to them, Joseph

4:08EGC>E?UBFETAH#ERGBL G adhering to the concept of a spiritual
7595G:0$@8A)*2P8EP",8xG-,*a:0 G teacher and Mary holding to the idea
6~6E G753 #Eeb, G |48Es of a Jewish Messiah, a deliverer of the
F'-]8A8- G%8E22757 G$4FG Hebrew nationG

4"8x G ;FE74%UG

XYva'@l 8 G X' 8®E68*-G6x?eB G Bright and early the morning of
88370 G, 78 #E G$ 4G I8xG August 19, Joseph and Mary were
P2AFET74$U G & 8seos g 8° G @gain on their way. They partook of

18)XS$ (8HE G+EC j 14 G d347 215 their noontide meal at the foot of

B . Mount Sartaba, overlooking the
9D4 8xG+m6US G7 F/BW2AFESE  j5:an valley, and journeyed on,

!0 G-X7css, &/ G$0=]FIEG , G making Jericho for the night, where
$24 G-0%,*®$2)*-07 GB8?EE*  they stopped at an inn on the highway
7 8-3M7 G,i6u$ U G94"u4 BGw7 #Bn the outskirts of the city. Following

2 8 GBE?GIEB6%IAS G the evening meal and after much

8- 9ula G&Y%PB G *a Guwy8U 0 G discussion concerning the
IG"8EG:E4 :0)+2P8@B+>3n 0 G oppressiveness of Roman rule, Herod,

~ . the census enrollment, and the
x & 0, )
7¢+32,7s B G1054035FUSR%TE comparative influence of Jerusalem

$4Fe G+ StGBO,).”%FZGQWS G2P Gyng Alexandria as centers of Jewish
7\ G8" G7 F/28A&BBOBA*aG learning and culture, the Nazareth
&60$% UG_8 GYWB8GBBEre travelers retired for the night's rest.
&8t G$4GI8xG&O® GII7X@ Early in the morning of August 20
%L dG9878+>3n7 G$o=]FEDG they resumed their journey, reaching
26988xG-],IFE G$ 4G I8xG Jerusalem before noon, visiting the

B>=FETG+195:08:v 7#E G TR S G000 0 8
7XGo7G$o=]FETA3 G ! g

midafternoonG



*YYa'E" 7 8-3M&2A$ & )G 4&G=p8p,0)G The inn was overcrowded, and Joseph

8638t G+p G?+=i& GFoeG d nF"G3L &cordingly sought lodgings with
8YHEG: 8XG=r6ESpB-+HJ 7 Gaygdistant relatives, but every room in
+U& G’-]& 5t G8"- Gt 8 8°60% U G ethlehem was filled to overflowing.

B} . n returning to the courtyard of the
7 8-3MG6[*U$-8p)s G% EXTX+ BPG inn, he was informed that the caravan

HE G7 8-3M-H)G6x(1;i17 G-H88*Gstaples, hewn out of the side of the
bxle  G$410@,°P& 8G88FG  rock and situated just below the inn,
:66e"C8t G*UI 8& 8x S G3MGIQ8% had been cleared of animals and
88FET7G; 3i& 8x G?E74G cel<FE @ cleaned up for the reception of
=42AF G"C6ES -8xG6€ &5 lodgers. Leaving the donkey in the
%L6US &8t GS-1l 6*° G7 8-3M courtyard, Joseph shouldered their

e R bags of clothing and provisions and
°l U$:7 Gt 6f€' CSF;GWB 97k G with Mary descended the stone steps
(&d*a7t G4 (y8xG6e ;e G+ G

- / Rt to their lodgings below. They found
6x(;i7  G8VAMEBM2AGFUF®EY  themselves located in what had been a
., 78 Tt GFoe G% % 8G!e)X H$ U Ggrain storage room to the front of the
& 8CE G3M2A@R87G 4=q )» G stalls and mangers. Tent curtains had
1a7Y%L6USES 618p+cS G been hung, and they counted

+8tDI7 #E G*i 80 G 8T 4G"C7G themselves fortunate to have such
8v:6u$ U G=BBHIL8UGSE *ag 9l comfortable quarterss

8460 S G ,& 8G8")$56|(xFG

8U2A!I*li G6i8G3L G8Y46B$TEG

$4F GT7€8G9¢,6(ES G2 5FY$U G

XYY 2 Bge3Bt G-H)G!l 42PG&%)'FE)XG  Joseph had thought to go out at once

2 5FY460:0+ S Gs #E G+ 76 and enroll, but Mary was weary; she
16> 8Y46(i8p+th G16$-BYs was considerably distressed and

Bé30) 80 G "tHE G8A & 67 G besought him to remain by her side,

G \hich he didG
81,68:0 d* G 89<HBB Fvs G #ig o e d
6XICBEG+ $4)-GFET4S G

8. THE BIRTH OF JESUS G

XYY@ X X1u$0)G7s #E G+i8G.¥DiF 28 All that night Mary was restless so

"7t &38t G r8EG8OTBBA: G that neither of them slept much. By

+iFE74$U GF @(d G,h\514Bé% the break of day the pangs of
@irth were well in evidence, and

. il
/\ mn
AF9€ SGABIBN™XG_8GY X:ﬁénoon, August 21, 7 B.C., with the

OI7X7 S G$ 6% *G7 8’9 help and kind ministrations of women
7 F¥2 Q& 8(6?°9<F&$a70683-06x2P G



., 75 #E GF+ G6x&B6ERBq G fellow travelers, Mary was delivered
8nand G21167 GB 61a8p+8 G 46 of a male child. Jesus of Nazareth was

7% 4 G+ 8°8@ 747 GS4/XFG born into the world, was wrapped in

4917\ G7K7GA4.7S G 4 €8 7G8v [N€ clothes which Mary had brought
along for such a possible contingency,

8T7 GHGA9%ER G and laid in a near-by mangés.

YYadY Gogss G, GGeBs G166 In just the same manner as all babies
B 6eli#E G+U&6x d& 0G'E M8 before that day and since have come
J-E8p)e S G6+2ABERd 4G into the world, the promised child was

a A born; and on the eighth day,
|
B 6elagp+ab GDH GEY%HLEO7G ccording to the Jewish practice, he

ovBE G 43€B&A(GF")* G-O6ES (355 circumcised and formally named
)4 958p)' EBHZ4n7®4n P(O#E; Joshua (Jesu@
8*.8" G:06e9€3U G

XYYadund GB6ell4 G$8G!I0s&Bt G The next day after the birth of Jesus,
8- 90137 G&%)'Fv4$ G #&8'C6 Joseph made his enroliment. Meeting
087 c8B & 2P GFeG8'6° d*° Gli#< a man they had talked with two nlghtS

958" G8YAEE- G1a(ABx 11 A G previously at Jericho, Joseph was

= o taken by him to a well-to-do friend
WLEGHESS G , GIUBAES-3MTG who had a room at the inn, and who

+p  G8YiME8TFG8BA &7+ 7 A Gsaid he would gladly exchange

8e3Bx GSr*a G H8p+8 G, G?+ #& quarters with the Nazareth couple.
3xq 72P G7\G,G.”.” 76 d 88°G  That afternoon they moved up to the
3M2A*G-H 166G:8 G3L G8V4&S inn, where they lived for almost three
+FY%$ UG, GIO GTXG@&St G weeks until they found lodgings in the
7 8-3M8p)*G-]8xG7h 8 IGBE G+S%’ne of a distant relative of Josefh.
2= G%LME 7 G3M2AB6i dG

98€0 SGru&K :088%G,'72P G

0lu$ UG

XYYaddund GB 64 G:0G8 Gisg SG  The second day after the birth of
75 #EGoel 7 A G8A G6x8 4G Jesus, Mary sent word to Elizabeth
B 6&1a$ #E GO8 <86.(1i8p+5S G that her child had come and received
8037 A @317 GTIREY 75 7t G word in return inviting Joseph up to

. . - Jerusalem to talk over all their affairs
Fee G,&8 G3+FG+U&LB°& TG with Zacharias. The following week

$4F" G108EFEBBHE=A8IGAS)8p)S Joseph went to Jerusalem to confer

-O6ES$U G, G$ 67 &38t G with Zacharias. Both Zacharias and
3V, 78 7t G168EF@GEHEFG Elizabeth had become possessed with
gr+>3:n8p)e G HPWB G, 75 7t G the sincere conviction that Jesus was

8., 0% 8t @und G:g4)e G%8-8@ indeed to become the Jewish
deliverer, the Messiah, and that their



F-]8A S:&758°4 +u S G8A4 & &E son John was to be his chief of aides,
6x& Gse®t G9n)Y8A& 8GE his right-hand man of destiny. And
74%,+*2)e2P G 8@ 7X*-BVIF'8G since Mary held these same ideas, it

FESE)G7e+1%L60$ 47 GSAFG was not difficult to prevail upon

. R . Joseph to remain in Bethlehem, the
G%o FeG4",8xG JAGWLOUB G Gty of David, so that Jesus might

.78 $0 G'EM8G 4",8xGJ G grow up to become the successor of
8Y460 dG&E,17 $Gn 4 GBA(°2I5 David on the throne of all Israel.

%:98E G%@8 6&7vE11)088CE G Accordingly, they remained in
7%.9A7G7X*G3L G8Y4$@Pmoee s3- ABethlehem more than a year, Joseph
s+11 7 G8SA d& 8 GlIUE8sY.6e6 Meantime working some at his

Fe$ #E G -7 G$4FG-0)-G62)i:0G  carpenters trad&

6~ A &38x G2X& 4 AG3L G8Y40U%

&d(°2PG ,& 8t @:*HJ 7 G8° G"x G

87168x G+l,p) G8Y46u8pHEBt G , G

% 6| G+Y3E8°)sG2 2*° G I)XG

TH$ UG

XYY 2 dlnan 4 GAZ2 FG!O GII7XPBG05278E @t the noontide birth of Jesus the
2e 0. P=D13& §G:0HL8A&G-E7G  Seraphim of Urantia, assembled under

Fee G+UT*H) 8E G 8E8S7 2B tr;eir directi)hrs,éji?hslir;]g anthems ofb t
75 E8GD="-* G.v)4:0+S Gg' G Jory over the Bethiehem manger, bu

L T _ these utterances of praise were not
= -,8(E G2A*a& 868~ 88G& 863L Gheard by human ears. No shepherds

6U#EG -8'6U$ UG, 75 4G nor any other mortal creatures came
g~+>3*n8p)s.’Bd G.(Il $9+E 2P G7\ Gio pay homage to the babe of
62851298 S« P& 8'G$o=]FEG@ Bethlehem until the day of the arrival
98 €:0#E S G+Y% &Bp)"G$ *-G of certain priests from Ur, who were
6e&AGFX16=q9u=2& $B++H) 8E G Sent down from Jerusalem by

6xd7 A GRABEGE-FER7X:G  ZachariasG

6~6E$U G

XYYa ddaarae N78)e. Bd G7\ G8” G1a9P& &l hese priests from Mesopotamia had
0v%8-& G 47&%$a7 255 E2 +18@. Egbeen told sometime before by a

6x dSEG+U368pE GlIASIGE strange religious teacher of their
S(HE G UBG 16U$ #EGS'6° d*chountry that he had had a dream in

A d Glice g . which he was informed that "the light
8A GHl( 7 G8Y “ﬁE 8FGI .G pflife" was about to appear on earth
:0$08A)+."Bd G65*(6987G& 6U6UN &% 3 babe and among the Jews. And

(I12P G2IG+'&EB G2T2& &, G thither went these three teachers
E2 +186/« E8G=r6%!12d$@®E looking for this "light of life." After
8% WG3n7 2P G=réx.()X$@& many weeks of futile search in



7) G:088@3L 4GFula)e!''DG Jerusalem, they were about to return

Go7 S G ,& 8G*9 +» G% 6x 4)XGF”1g Ur when Zacharias met them and
8ESG & 8BV, 75 * G+IIA G disclosed his belief that Jesus was the

%L6U SG #6 &8 G=r¢B3$4165 object of their quest and sent them on

- T to Bethlehem, where they found the
H)» @4iB.7 CCOWBEUSHEBA G ape and left their gifts with Mary, his
2 58x GBI6e"C6EBMWE & 8%  garth mother. The babe was almost

o+ H) 8p)e G.('U SG,'72PG three weeks old at the time of their
6x d*° G-P aFG ,& 8t G ,8@& visit. G

8U4 958-G6e+I#i867s 7 A G

2T,p8x G98FG:06u$U G ,& 8G

] IFE748x G&E S G6x@BBR!ES:0 G

Z :0 GII$&E%L6UP G

XYYa "8 GGEBoP& 8tG-86G&d(°2B  These wise men saw no star to guide
&1l 7 G7\ G -8G6X#U6UR) G them to Bethlehem. The beautiful

5H) 8E G-gBSAFS6X* $ 786G legend of the star of Bethlehem

10 originated in this way: Jesus was born
982X81GS 8€ 0G MBGST(1%8 August 21 at noon, 7 B.C. On May

8% . BAWE G dB 9& " "'x G _8 Gyg°7 g ¢, there occurred an
Y X8° GII7XEB 6€1a$U G d8 9B extraordinary conjunction of Jupiter

""xG\8 GY 8W,p d G-g8A*&® and Saturn in the constellation of

6|7 G8Yie+Y2e GBO2e&8T)t6U8GPisces. And it is a remarkable
i>:0#E GG8156&8v46uP G MBE " Gastronomic fact that similar

"8 GY 8 @XYS8 G\8°7ag 7 conjunctions occurred on September

85 -4 G100 1625 70 D of e same e
8t G:0+YFG+ FG=D |F-0% P y

- . i e but wholly natural events the well-
la"8'$ UG8) FECi3LFE0ED G meaning zealots of the succeeding

98958p)* GBA7$95&1a "& 7 G$4FS Generation constructed the appealing
2T8EM %o P*° G 4:66Go21$486E legend of the star of Bethlehem and
7( E958- G4 8A& 86 G% -]-11&2I G the adoring Magi led thereby to the

1a(A8" @+ HJ) 8E G-g®&d(G 8T)- @nanger, where they beheld and
6]'e%L6i G,'72P G, G6x d*G worshiped the newborn babe. Oriental

P AFE7 G A-d*°G& )I$ #EG and near-Oriental minds delight in

X ~ N fairy stories, and they are continually
HTM")°?e §4 GG+ &*§.é3!e69$u Gspinning such beautiful myths about
&/7¢958" nll - B&/BE G*UBEBXOSG  he Jives of their religious leaders and

8A& 8t G7TE3F M8G86° d*°G political heroes. In the absence of
9¢6XFE+8 G ,& 8G9 .G printing, when most human
:0$08A& 81 GOI?ETE/570& 8&E knowledge was passed by word of

167 G AFG6x* $76G4 G"& 86 mouth from one generation to
’ another, it was very easy for myths to



@2AFETG:66e11$ U G8-2g3THusaecome traditions and for traditions
4 9<7 #E S G$4.". 8B~ 8& 8G eventually to become accepted as
048" G 980-8/ P8p)G$ 8G facts.G
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9. THE PRESENTATION IN THE
TEMPLE G

XYY a §Ea7#E 688 7 A G+U&=R6x& 86 Moses had taught the Jews that every

R%. G2AFG8Y4$ G 4*>8p+oS G first-born son belonged to the Lord,
818~ G |48 G:E7 2R5 4368p)G and that, in lieu of his sacrifice as was

F1oF :0#EG =)0 G *° GH 2 ,p)» G the custom among the heathen

K . i nations, such a son might live
-H?EHBES44 7S G AF&."7 %R provided his parents would redeem

1a9P7 AG ,8@."+U 4G$‘2G32__| E8Ghim by the payment of five shekels to
-H?0e8p)*4. , G6x& 851e6x!U8Z3L4ny authorized priest. There was also
8v4$0)' GFE743 G'DE6x d8G& a Mosaic ordinance which directed

6e+l#07 A#E G6e&EB°9IFG4 88 Gthat a mother, after the passing of a
i OFs GGoTE2e987G:6967t2PG certain period of time, should present
Owiies GlakIOsSFE e T he temple
H2 ,p‘8x G-HT{(?E@FCEI? GQIGl*G .. for purification. It was customary to
-0%0)" GFE®EZ8E G8\)t 458Y46U¥ [Gerform both of these ceremonies at

8" G%, G 4:08BEA &% ¥ G the same time. Accordingly, Joseph
FY2F":0#EG -8" G 4)t74$ U G&d(°@P and Mary went up to the temple at
883Y0 G, 75 $0 S GOP1as8U& TGA  Jerusalem in person to present Jesus
gran® G.(8" G ,7 G$4FS to the priests and effect his
24980.VSP8x G-H?G88F G redemption and also to make the

a2 GoxeBE@DLaspBe-FEG [ ot TR ER e
>E_9|%L#B s \S(E G. WS’PFFE&R alleged uncleanness of childbirta.

91 A@4GFEEHE<4 7TGF '$-FEHEH 2G
9P1a*° G& *a dG88FE®+>3n7 G

8Y.#H52e987G:09B7 (° H$ UG

XYYa §Y2e986|*U$-7 #HEG/X-EFG%, G There lingered constantly about the
8-,p& S G"-(I*G. *#E@nNs-0G  courts of the temple two remarkable

7 8A G4 86754 GFj186 G2P2e o*aG characters, Simeon a singer and Anna
81,60 L Ois-8t GreB-8 606+ 6 & poetess. Simeon was a Judean, but
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9<?eF+ G1a8'748p® G , 480 G

gran? GPAFG/x-48>G &7 A G

8- G8'6u%JU G8 G%, G Anna was a Galilean. This couple

were frequently in each other's
company, and both were intimates of
the priest Zacharias, who had
confided the secret of John and Jesus
to them. Both Simeon and Anna

6€)X:06060$ WBs-0 6721G%, G1&8fnged for the coming of the Messiah,

+U%G7X(B218 G% 6f5275 8E G
$a(i*° G $4FG7" GG, 75 *° G

and their confidence in Zacharias led
them to believe that Jesus was the

4 )&aFE748p,0)* $Gn4 G-H)*GoG expected deliverer of the Jewish
-09¥8" G d$4FG7\ GF-]8A8,88-3 AgPeople G
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Zacharias knew the day Joseph and
Mary were expected to appear at the
temple with Jesus, and he had
prearranged with Simeon and Anna to
indicate, by the salute of his upraised
hand, which one in the procession of
first-born children was Jesus.

For this occasion Anna had written a
poem which Simeon proceeded to
sing, much to the astonishment of
Joseph, Mary, and all who were
assembled in the temple courts. And
this was their hymn of the redemption
of the first-born son'G

Blessed be the Lord, the God of
Israel,G

 For he has visited us and wrought
redemptlon for his peoplei

He has raised up a horn of
salvation for all of usG

i In the house of his servant Davd.

Even as he spoke by the mouth of
"his holy prophets -G

 Salvation from our enemies and
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from the hand of all who hate u§

To show mercy to our fathers, and
remember his holy covenant &

| The oath which he swore to
Abraham our fatherG

To grant us that we, being
rdelivered out of the hand of our
enemies,G

1 Should serve him without feaf;

In holiness and righteousness
before him all our day$

Yes, and you, child of promise,
(shall be called the prophet of the
Most High; G

,For you shall go before the face of
the Lord to establish his kingdom;

To give knowledge of salvation to
his peopleG

(In the remission of their sin&
Rejoice in the tender mercy of our

(God because the dayspring from
on high has now visited u&

To shine upon those who sit in
darkness and the shadow of death;

To guide our feet into ways of
peaceG

And now let your servant depart in
(peace, O Lord, according to your
word, G

| For my eyes have seen your
salvation, G

‘Which you have prepared before
the face of all peoplesi

(A light for even the unveiling of



FES-88Dy6|HZC66:02A28 the gentilesG

I G#<8G:08GE 8 8x G 'And tlhe glory of your people
(BELATXHE clsrael.G

8"#E G+ -0G6'7 G7</XFG -8 7TEG
87-18x G/x>E#E/+8 7TEG

:08EG-e2e/30)088CE G
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XYYa Gy 8p)e GY% 6XTXAEI7 &3v0 G On the way back to Bethlehem,
., 75 #E Gp% %L G Joseph and Mary were silent --

886%0%L6& 6x,IG+ 8G6U6II G confused and overawed. Mary was

75 #E GHIBET 884 8-80728E G (0] CoWIORT DY IS BT e
8A-gG8-1G&E,17 G+ 746 ’ '

. o and Joseph was not in harmony with
ViB|FET4 BBt G4 GvMG  this premature effort to make Jesus

-09¥8" G $4AFESE758- G =1)0G out to be the expected Messiah of the
+ & )X#E G ,& 8&€ G8G+—)Y8G Jewish peopleG
$ E:6 G6~6E3 G

G GG
X VHF RGeS G 10. HEROD ACTSG
GG5

XKYYaxwyl  GA8CE G D4 8A& $4+ HG But the watchers for Herod were not
( G8vso+866~6@E® &7 2P G inactive. When they reported to him

149P& 8" @:H1 8x G-],IFvs$ #EG the visit of the priests of Ur to
(* G-Oéﬁd@&&G ’@/0\/78_& 8x ethlehem, Herod summoned these

. , . haldeans to appear before him. He
8AdG6'7 G>D%,4 @UBG #ES G _inquired diligently of these wise men

G88A& 7 AGlU_)_‘7@E%8“8GB7%° Edbout the new "king of the Jews," but
$4F" GBA2IHER?A,p6u:6+S G ,& 8G they gave him little satisfaction,

8- 90147 G8...FE)UDI8G&(G7\ &plaining that the babe had been

Fe G7 8=8G - HJ 7 2P G6X d*°G born of a woman who had come down
>D14FYs$ #5$4$)-J7 GF G:0© to Bethlehem with her husband for the

6~6ESU G8" G343+ I¥FG3L G census enrpllmgnt. Herod, not being
6UGISAB A8t S G 8GET%o (86 satisfied with this answer, sent them
S : 1 forth with a purse and directed that
212A958" G6x3G 759585 -8"GHT G they should find the child so that he
8(° G ,&8 G:OBUFE74x  too might come and worship him,

&7 S G ,&7 AG$i8%:064& since they had declared that his



(1e+2P S4Ek G8A4 $6 , G6x d7 AGkingdom was to be spiritual, not
42P G i-dF'G3L G8Y.$8): G6X d*G temporal. But when the wise men did
=r6x G.( FE(C G:64 F¥$U G ) I ghot return, Herod grew suspicious. As

8 GG88A& &% 4 G% 6x7Xﬁ6~8§Ghe. turned_these things over in his
mind, his informers returned and

H-ABE GBEA®@E G4 F'9€W G, 68" (3,46 fy|| report of the recent

8°& 7 G$AFG*U8€2A8P)S3M FEG occyrrences in the temple, bringing
8Ya8xG&E S GGHIB 0& 8°G him a copy of parts of the Simeon

% 6x7t2PG2e987 28>« 07 G2 hG song which had been sung at the
8°& 7 G$4FG.( FY8p+BGr8E G redemption ceremonies of Jesus. But
2A98Q . VSP G7<4 7 N8 G they had failed to follow Joseph and
(IFe G 4128G8°. 806 14.,$65 Mary, and Herod was very angry with

- N § them when they could not tell him
4973 UG )IG.&81&370G whither the pair had taken the babe.

., 78 ™ G>EOSFEBER G He then dispatched searchers to locate
4 D\FE748p+8i@&8tG,G."."4 G Jjoseph and Mary. Knowing Herod
6x d** G6é&Hs$a*a G H#E:6*G  pursued the Nazareth family,
6€6xG!e:6G+IFET748p,018 ,& 7 A GZacharias and Elizabeth remained

A A GG™GIU$UG,) G!i2RG #EGaway from Bethlehem. The boy baby
86370 G, 75 *° G=r$p) Gla(A& 8% Was secreted with Joseph's relativ@s.
(10$ WE8 Gsxq 72PG7\G, G

49¥8x G9» G8Y:$ #E -8xG6€ &

WL8BBE, 75 Tt B, 92/ 8tG

87 HY 7 2P G+*aG&U6eB8Y46u8 G

, G6X d#EG3BE G?+=1&:; 8p)* G

3\U9€$ UG

XY Yax\Wihgt G8°8A*a*G F(E d 4G Joseph was afraid to seek work, and

%,)X8 8p+0S G&d(°ZP.& 865+ their small savings were rapidly

6| GULHEIASES <-]G-H$ 8Glas U @isappearing. Even at the time of the
. 3 purification ceremonies at the temple,
8eat G2e987 2K7s BE GIlG Joseph deemed himself sufficiently

7f4\8x GE%SFS@ 4G 4lbF-G poor to warrant his offering for Mary
1a(A& 7 A GOPET G:4 GOI®9P,B two young pigeons as Moses had
7<-E$4)+ S G6eGx%EG@0, G*U*d3 directed for the purification of

-H> 8x G91$@)G 4'DFG8%608 G mothers among the poda.

XY YaxXWiyg" G"L8IGGY €:0$6 ,806 When, after more than a year of
OIB 8& 8" Bur*° G=r:0G+FESLG searching, Herod's spies had not
6x:638 G6X d 4G+ H) 7 G located Jesus, and because of the

suspicion that the babe was still
concealed in Bethlehem, he prepared
an order directing that a systematic

3\6e8v:$ G8E4 FETGEEI7SG
H*A8t G HI 8 G+UB4917 G



9a:9958-G9x1a*G:4 4 F2RG%, G1lésgarch be made of every house in
6x(IBEG!U8GE6X d& 8:G+U%, Bethlehem, and that all boy babies
18F FE(HIG+)mSBe*a 8AG under two years of age should be

. . killed. In this manner Herod hoped to
Ei?;'g’%@sst gg &; %£E227V EB_make sure that this child who was to
€ (Bo oo ° ®Phecome "king of the Jews" would be

%T G6x d'G6U6" G4*6USU G . destroyed. And thus perished in one
FaFE7 D@\G&p@HI 7 2P#EG  day sixteen boy babies in Bethlehem
FE* G% 6|7G7(7 26G+8@U8SSE  of Judea. But intrigue and murder,
6x d& 8" G1eF %L6Ud G ,) Il G8")gzeven in his own immediate family,
86+UTtG188-8B-A8CE G &7 2P#E Were common occurrences at the
|-VaFe G148 8'6U8p+S G4 :0664C0UM Of HerodG

BE G:0 oG 49¥& 7 A$eG

F'$-%L60$ UG

XYYax\8¥Gex d& 8@; $ 95G1leF #&4n4 G The massacre of these infants took

U74 GFe G1&890 G"L6U$AEdS 985 Place about the middle of October, 6
] "G XW 8 GE3BF6elasu G B.C., when Jesus was a little over one

)il GeASE G2U 0BABET $5 year of age. But there were believers

. e NN in the coming Messiah even among
$ﬂ(”ﬁ 27s” 6_3#51%('6‘& 86 Herod's court attachés, and one of
8v6u S G &GESECE! 46 these, learning of the order to

B 1) 7 2P8ES6X d51eFG ﬂGAfﬁ{ slaughter the Bethlehem boy babies,
3v, 78 7 A G6€)%:06U8p+8 G ,#& communicated with Zacharias, who in
-H)e &37 A G986i8A*G.(Ii b G turn dispatched a messenger to

18F G1a "8 G8Y,&H8!G-X7&3v0 G Joseph; and the night before the
75 #E G6x d*G$o*a @y 8x G massacre Joseph and Mary departed

8O! @<k 7 G8YaHE* 372,75 e from Bethlehem with the babe for

A s Alexandria in Egypt. In order to avoid
&0'a$ UG & 8G1a(A& 8G#<8%  4iiracting attention, they journeyed

FPFE d588FEG6X,h$E% F24 AdXglone to Egypt with Jesus. They went
6~ &4nt 8Xx GPa*a @<E ) G to Alexandria on funds provided by

7 F.FET4336, 75 4 G*U)\F G:4 G Zacharias, and there Joseph worked at
$U8p)e G ,& 8t G+ 32,75 )* G his trade while Mary and Jesus lodged
H8p+0aS Gs 7t Brdn4 Be3BE GFe Gwith. well-to-do (elatives_ of Joseph'§
(8TF: GP=I8G; 7 G #EG% Rty | SOONEE Bolande
il G:O?EGSOSGFH G3L G8YABES gehiehem until after the death of
&8t G -1 GY "X GUD| Herod.G
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